TURNITIN CHECK

by LPPMK UIGM 3

Submission date: 03-Nov-2023 10:50AM (UTC+0900)
Submission ID: 2051749057

File name: PENGABDIAN_TURNITIN_CHECK.pdf (241.12K)
Word count: 2128

Character count: 11719



TOEFL PREPARATION CLASS IN EFL CLASSROOM: HOW IS IT IMPACTFUL
ON THE NON-EFL LEARNERS’ ACHIEVEMENTS?

Rationale

The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) is a prominent test for Indonesian
university students to continue their study abroad particularly to the country of which English
is the language of instruction used in the teaching and learning environment. Indonesian
universities, like those in other countries of Southeast Asian, have begun to seriously
implement tests of English proficiency. As a country where English is taught as a foreign
language (EFL), the English proficiency tests use, particularly the TOEFL, is widespread
among students and lecturers. Program of TOEFL matriculation (Noviyenty, 2018; Herwandar,
Safryono, & Haryono, 2012), class of TOEFL preparation (Masfufah, 2018), course of TOEFL
school with platform of online learning (Nimasari, Mufanti, &Gestanti, 2019), as well as
graduation requirement are some of the applications (Susanti, 2014; Aziz, 2016). Because of
the widespread use of the TOEFL, the process of teaching and learning , syllabus development,
and curriculum design are all heavily influenced by the desire to improve students' TOEFL
scores. According to Abboud and Hussein (2011, p.111), "over 5,000 universities, colleges,
and licensing institurions in 90 countries accept TOEFL scores." The international English
provides English and its achievement tests, such as the TOEFL, becomes a part of the
globalization phenomenon in the Asian context. This has paved the way for English to become
more widely used and recognized as "Asian language" (Hamid & Nguyen, 2016). Having the
same thought, One of the most popular English proficiency exams in Indonesia is the TOEFL,
which is taken for requirements related to both work and school (Kusrini & Amalia, 2021;
Supina, 2018). Additionally, the TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) is a globally
recognized standardized test. According to Warfield, Laribee, and Geyer (2013), the TOEFL
is recognized globally and universally. It is intended to assess people's English language skills
in order to determine whether they are prepared to enroll in a course at an English-speaking
university or college. This exam is one of the requirements that must be fulfilled if a student
wishes to continue his or her studies abroad. TOEFL tests are available in paper-based,
computer-based, and internet-based formats. According to Brown (2005), the TOEFL is a
method for evaluating someone's competence, familiarity, or effective implementation in a
specific domain, such as listening comprehension, structure and written expression, as well as
reading comprehension.

In addition, many previously works and research were related to the TOEFL intervention.
Noviyenty (2018) examines the English competency of PAI STAIN Curup students using
TOEFL Score data in the Unit of Language Development and discovers that the average score
was still in low category, unable to achieve the standard, despite the fact that the facilities or
infrastructure provided to students are adequate. Another study related to the current study is
by Salam (2017) about Toefl Between Importance and Frustration: Tanjungpura University's
"Toefl" Policy Analysis. The results show that students' scores are still low. In this case, three
factors are to blame: (1) the lack of a continuous program of English learning; (2) the process
of learning does not use English at all in the classroom, instead relying on textbooks; as well
as (3) the lack of learning facilities as well as resources of English, such as libraries. Beside
that, a number of factors contribute to students' failure to achieve the minimum TOEFL score,
according to a prior study on their struggles to obtain the required score (Rahman et al., 2021).
Less practise prior to the exam, a lack of motivation to study the four skills of the TOEFL




test—Ilistening, speaking, reading, and writing—as well as fewer fundamental skills are needed
to answer the test (Manan et al., 2020; Syakur & Sabat, 2020).

In Indonesian, the TOEFL test taking is pondered difficult especially in Palembang. As
consequent, test takers got failed to reach the passing grade set up by the university policy
maker. In 2014, for the undergraduate program, at any faculty, of University of Indo Global
Mandiri, TOEFL test taking is a compulsory requirement for the university students to go
through the thesis examination and to take the academic certificate and transcript. The standard
passing grade for the TOEFL are set up differently, for instance,>450 is for non English major
students and >500 is for English major students. As the matter of fact, on the basis of the
informal interview with the English lecturers at the concerned university, it was found out that
many students failed to achieve the target score especially for the non English major students.
In addition, students may encounter difficulties in answering the TOEFL test's 3 parts of such
as (a) listening comprehension, (b) structure and written expression, as well as (c) reading
comprehension. Depending on a variety of factors, each section necessitates a unique set of
skillsin order to achieve the preferred TOEFL score. Having the same thought, Hambali (2008)
discovered that students still struggle with the structure and written expression part of the
TOEFL tests, specifically identifying verbs and correct word order of the subject as well as
verb in noun clause, and recognizing words with derivation and function. Having the same line,
Mahmud (2014) contended that most test-takers struggled with the structure and written
expression parts of the exam of TOEFL. To cope with this problem, the researchers would like
to provide training and assistance in conjunction with the provision of TOEFL preparation
class training for the university students of Indo Global Mandiri in an effort to familiarize the
learners with the TOEFL test taking strategies.

Method

The activity of community service was performed in the form of TOEFL preparation class.
One class was used as the sample of this activity in which it consisted of twenty students
coming from different major. The students were given pretest before joining the class and
posttest afterward. The pretest was done to see the TOEFL achievement level of the participant.
The intervention was employed in the form of TOEFL preparation class in which it comprised
of the exposure of the strategy of taking the test and test practice in each strategy explained.
This community service provided 14 meetings as the intervention in the classroom, excluding
pretestting and posttesting.

In addition, to collect the data of the participants’ score, pretest and posttest in the form of
TOEFL like administration in which the test consisted of listening comprehension (50
questions), structure and written expression (40 questions), and reading comprehension (50
questions). The TOEFL that was used was not the Institutional TOEFL. Instead, the TOEFL-
like or TOEFL Prediction was used, with materials taken out from TOEFL Preparation Book
(Philips 2001). Then the results of participants’ score were calculated and analyzed
quantitatively through SPSS Program in order to see their achievement level before and after
the intevention given (see the recap in table 1). The score gained were analyzed based on the
category of the participants’ TOEFL score achievement level (see table 2).




Table 1. Recapitulation of Community Service Activities

No Items Description
1 Content Listening comprehension test taking strategies
Structure and Written Expression test taking strategies

Reading Comprehension test taking strategies

Implementation TOEFL Preparation Class for 14 meetings
3 Learning Souce Longman Complete Course for the TOEFL Test by Deborah
Philip
4 Participants Non English Major Undergraduates
Evaluation Pretest and posttest

Table 2. Score range of TOEFL-like score

TOEFL Score CEFR Level

310-459 A2: Waystage/Elementary Le vel

460-542 B1: Threshold/Intermediate

543-626 B2: Vantage/Upper Intermediate

627-677 C1: Effective Operational Proficiency/Advanced)
Results

This community service activity used experimental design with one group which comprises of
twenty participants in which they were from non English majors. This activity discussed the
implementation of TOEFL preparation course to see the TOEFL achievement of
undergraduates as the requirement of graduation and taking graduation certificate. It lasted for
16 teaching sessions including pretest and posttest administration. After these activities were
done then the analysis of data was computed with SPSS program.

On the basis of the test results particularly on the prestest result, before being given the
intervention the lowest score of the participant was 337 and the highest attainment was 416.
The median score was 388 and the mode score was 390. Additionally, there were 20 students
(100%) achieved elementary level (A2) with the mean score (380.75) and standard deviation
(25.77). However, after learning the strategies of answering each TOEFL section the lowest
score of the participant was 383 and the highest attainment was 473. The median score was
453 and the mode score was 450. Besides, there were 13 students (65%) and 7 students (35%)
achieved elementary (A2) and intermediate level (B1) with the mean score (448.05) and
standard deviation (23.97). The results of pretest and posttest could be vividly seen in the table
1. Thus, it could be concluded that the achievement level of the participants were in the
elementary and intermediate level.




In addition, to see whether or not there was a significant improvement on the EFL learners’
achievement after being given intervention with TOEFL preparation class. This could be
clearly viewed from the mean score (67.30) and the t obtained (10.363). Since t obtained score
was higher and t table as well as p value was less than .05. it could be further revealed that
there was a statistically significant improvement towards non EFL learners’ TOEFL-like score
intervened by the provision of TOEFL preparation class.

Table 3. The Results of Descriptive Statistics

Variable Achievement Level Pretest Posttest
Experimental Group Experimental Group
Frequency and Frequency and
Percentage (%) Percentage (%)
TOEFL-like Advanced (C1) - -
score 627-677
Upper Intermediate (C2) - -
543-626
Intermediate (B1) - 7 (35%)
460-542
Elementary (A2) 20 (100) 13 (65%)
310-459
Total 20 (100%) 20 (100%)

Table 4. The Results of Paired Samples T Test

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences t df Sig.

Mean Std. Std. 95% Confidence (2-
Deviation Error Interval of the tailed)

Mean Difference
Lower Upper
Pair  Pretest - 67,300 29,043 6494 80,892 53,708 10,363 19 000
1 Posttest
Discussion

After having calculated and analyzed the data of the pretest and posttest of the participants
form non English major graduates, there was an improvement on the achievement level and
also a significant improvement on the non EFL learners’ achievements. This was caused by the
TOEFL preparation class particularly on exposure of learning the TOEFL strategies of listening
comprehension, structure and written expression, and reading comprehension. It lasted for 14
meetings with two hours of each teaching session. This is in line with some research which
revealed that students' overall academic performance will improve if they are well-prepared to
take English language proficiency exams (Cho & Bridgeman, 2012; Fakeye & Ogunsiji, 2009;
Feast, 2002). Apart from that, more exercises of each section of TOEFL test taking strategies
were provided accordingly. This was also be triggered by the student-teacher interaction due
to the diffculties of the participants in answering the question of each section. Having the same
thought, according to Riyani (2012), a variety of factors, including the methods used for
teaching and learning, the resources available, student motivation, and their interaction with




the course materials, can affect how well students learn. In line with that, according to Firestone
etal. (2002), teachers or tutors may use a variety of teaching strategies in response to students'
need to score highly on the aforementioned standardised tests. The direct test preparation
method is the most widely used strategy for courses of test preparation. A direct test
taking preparation method involves studying and analysing previous tests. According to Brown
(2006), most students need to learn for test in order that they feel fine and well-prepared, and
the direct test taking preparation course gives them a sense of test (p.1177). Regarding the
findings and description above, it could be stated that TOEFL preparation class was impactful
on the non EFL undergaduates’ English achievement.

Conclusion

The findings statistically confirmed that test preparation activities especially on the learning
the TOEFL strategies was impactful on the participants’ English achievement. They can
upgrade their TOEFL-like score after learning those. This pedagogical implications provided
good prior knowledge for the participants to come across the test taking. It is very clear that
the provision of TOEFL preparation class give significant TOEFL like score improvement. It
is strongly recommended the future instructors to provide more exposure on the test taking
strategies. Besides, it is also suggested for the participants to join the TOEFL preparation class
more intesively in order to grasp the more types of exercises of each TOEFL section. For future
researchers, it is recommended to conduct similar community service activities with different
TOEFL statistical calculation for each section, to attain the participants’ feedback towards the
implementation of TOEFL class preparation, and to further analyze the participant’s problems
for each TOEFL section.
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